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Rollin  et  Feuardent:  A Final  Farewell? 

George  Kolbe 

Shortly  after  the  turn  of  the  nineteenth  century,  the  firm  Rollin  entered 
the  coin  business.  Subsequently  it  became  Rollin  et  Feuardent,  and,  through- 
out the  second  half  of  the  nineteenth  and  first  decade  of  the  twentieth 
century,  the  partnership  of  Charles  Rollin  and  Felix  Feuardent  ruled  supreme 
in  France  and,  indeed,  perhaps  the  entire  numismatic  world.  The  firm 
established  branches  in  London  in  1868  and  in  New  York  in  1876.  Though 
most  key  Europeans  had  their  own  major  numismatic/antiquarian  house, 
Rollin  et  Feuardent  crossed  national  boundaries.  As  the  Chapmans  were  to 
America,  Spink  & Son  to  Great  Britain,  Rollin  et  Feuardent  was  to  the  world. 

They  sold  privately;  they  conducted  auctions;  they  were  major  numismatic 
publishers.  They  were  a force  everywhere.  After  over  a century  of  existence, 
they  closed  their  doors  around  1930.  Of  course  they  are  still  widely 
remembered  and  respected  for  their  numerous  important  numismatic  auction 
sales  and  their  role  as  publishers.  Many  of  the  numismatic  texts  appearing 
under  their  aegis  still  remain  standard  numismatic  reference  works.  Most  of 
their  major  publications  featured  superb  phototype  plates  and  were  written  by 
the  most  talented  French  numismatists  of  the  day. 

After  six  decades,  the  name  of  the  firm  was  once  again  heard  in  the  sales 
rooms  of  Paris.  On  Friday  November  26,  1993,  the  Bibliotheque  Rollin- 
Feuardent:  Numismatique  Archeologie  et  Beaux-Arts  was  sold  at  Drouot- 
Richelieu.  Catalogued  by  the  well-known  French  coin  dealer  Alain  Weil,  444 
lots  were  offered.  Various  sources  reported  that  the  sale  comprised  from  one 
third  to  eighty  percent  of  the  original  library.  Judging  from  what  was  not 
there,  the  former  estimate  is  probably  more  accurate.  But  Voila!  what  was 
there;  rare  and  desirable  numismatic  works  on  many  topics,  superb  works  on 
antiquities,  and  on  and  on.  Though  arranged  in  fewer  than  500  lots,  many 
thousands  of  volumes  were  to  be  sold. 

The  catalogue  featured,  under  the  heading  Very  Important  Notice, 
the  following  caveat: 

The  Rollin  and  Feuardent  library  has  been  used  by  professionals  for  more 
than  a century  where  certain  of  its  works  are  concerned.  Since  the  end  of  World 
War  II,  the  books  have  no  longer  been  consulted  and  are  covered  with  dust. 
There  factors  explain  the  present  state  of  the  books,  which  shows  traces  of  wear 
and  dust.  The  buyers  should  therefore  know  that  the  lots  proposed  are  only  in  fair 
condition.  This  remark  will  not  be  repeated  with  each  description.  Given  this 
warning  as  well  as  the  fact  that  the  books  will  be  on  public  view  before  the  sale, 
it  will  not  be  possible  to  take  into  consideration  any  complaint  concerning  the 
condition  of  the  lots.  Nevertheless,  when  this  condition  has  seemed  either  very 
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inferior  or  very  superior  to  the  general  state  of  these  professional  books,  this  has 
been  noted  in  the  description. 

Certainly  many  of  the  books  were  dusty  and  dirty.  One’s  hands  needed 
continual  washing  and,  at  the  end  of  the  day,  a handkerchief  would  provide 
a growing  medium  for  most  any  plant.  In  truth,  however,  the  wear  was  mostly 
minor,  often  minimal,  and  the  bindings  could  easily  be  cleaned.  Generally, 
the  volumes  were  internally  in  superb  state.  The  bindings  were  mostly  of  a 
quality  one  comes  to  expect  from  the  talented  French  relieurs  of  the  day: 
polished  morocco,  gilt-decorated  calf,  superb  marbled  endsheets,  gilt  pages, 
et  al. 

Monsieur  Weil  spent  six  months  of  weekends  cataloguing  the  library. 
Generally  his  estimate  were  nominal  and  many  lots  were  comprised  of  as 
many  as  fifty  or  one  hundred  volumes.  What  gems  were  to  be  found  in  these 
large  lots!  Given  the  disclaimer  concerning  condition,  the  low  estimates  and 
the  number  of  large  lots  with  brief  descriptions,  it  was  incumbent  for 
interested  parties  to  attend  this  sale.  And  attend  they  did. 

The  sale  was  scheduled  to  start  at  11:00AM,  and  the  doors  of  Drouot 
opened  at  11:00.  By  10:45  a small  crowd  had  gathered.  At  11:00  several 
hundred  people  were  waiting  outside.  Fortunately  a number  of  sales  were  to 
be  held  that  day  and  escalators  carried  sale  attendees  to  upper  or  lower  levels 
of  the  cavernous  Drouot  building.  The  book  auction  was  held  in  sale  room 
11  on  a lower  level.  There  were  three  rows  of  tables  and  chairs  facing  the 
rostrum  followed  by  several  rows  of  chairs,  and  at  the  rear  of  the  room,  a 
large  open  area.  When  the  sale  began,  it  was  Standing  Room  Only,  and 
perhaps  a hundred  or  more  people  were  in  the  room. 

With  centuries  of  experience,  Drouot  personnel  know  how  to  run  an 
auction.  At  the  head  table  was  an  impeccably  attired  auctioneer  with  a full 
compliment  of  clerks,  flanked  by  Alan  Weil  and  a helper.  Spotters  were 
stationed  at  the  front  of  the  room,  and  as  each  lot  was  being  sold,  it  was  also 
shown  by  the  Drouot  staff.  The  books  thus  could  be,  and  were  examined, 
during  the  course  of  the  sale.  The  pace  was  a somewhat  leisurely  80-100  lots 
per  hour.  For  non-Francophiles,  the  translating  of  French  numbers  to 
English,  francs  to  dollars,  and  above  all,  endeavoring  to  be  correct,  took  every 
spare  second  of  time.  When  the  initial  lot  was  purchased,  identification  and 
method  of  payment  was  immediately  requested. 

Any  list  of  sale  highlights  depends  of  course  on  one’s  perspective,  and 
there  were  so  many  important  works  in  this  sale  that  the  following 
commentary  is  sketchy  at  best.  The  sale  started  off  with  Ouvrages 
GLneraux  et  Revues.  Lot  12  comprised  the  1557  first  edition  of  Hubert 
Goltz’s  work  on  the  effigies  of  the  Roman  emperors  featuring  superb 
chiaroscuro  plates  of  coins  colored  in  "bistre  et  vert  or  deux  tons  de  bistre." 
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Estimated  at  4,000/5,000  French  francs,  it  started  at  4,000  and  sold  for  10,000 
francs  ($1,700),  with  an  additional  premium  of  9.45%  being  added  to  the 
purchase  price  of  all  lots.  The  "Revues"  or  numismatic  periodicals  were  off 
to  a fast  start  with  lot  18,  the  first  series  of  the  Numismatic  Chronicle,  1838- 
1858  bringing  16,000  francs  on  a 3,000/4,000  estimate.  The  second  series, 
1861-1880,  missing  one  volume,  brought  11,000  and  a long  run  from  1881  to 
1936  sold  for  32,000  francs. 

Lot  21  comprised  a fascinating  series  of  "Ordonnances,  Edits,  Tarifs  ..." 
Often  termed  "Coin  Books"  in  English,  these  illustrated  merchant’s  guides  list 
the  value  of  European  coins  in  circulation  at  their  time  of  publication.  Several 
very  rare  late  fifteenth  and  early  sixteenth  century  works  were  included  in  this 
lot,  a few  of  which  listed  coins  unknown  to  present-day  numismatists.  At 
21,000  francs,  the  lot  brought  over  ten  times  estimate  but  was  probably  still  a 
bargain.  Six  large  runs  of  Revue  Numismatique  brought  strong  prices. 

In  the  MONNAIES  GRECQUES  section,  a complete  set  of  eighteen  Ars 
Classica  sales  brought  slightly  above  estimate  at  13,000  francs.  A good 
example  of  the  importance  of  examining  lots  was  provided  by  NQ38,  the 
Inventaire  sommaire  de  la  collection  Waddington  by  Ernest  Babelon.  Though 
described  as  "tres  bon  etat,"  words  do  not  convey  the  magnificence  of  this 
volume.  Certainly  it  is  one  of  the  finest,  if  not  the  finest,  copy  to  survive  of 
this  very  rare  book.  It  started  at  600  and  brought  7800  francs,  a very  high 
price  - yet  the  winner  bidder  was  a dealer  buying  for  resale!  A few  lots  later, 
one  of  the  highlights  of  this  or  of  any  sale  appeared,  a unique  manuscript  on 
ancient  Greek  coins  by  the  English  numismatist  Maximillian  Borrell.  Eleven 
volumes,  comprising  several  thousand  pages  of  finely  written  text  were 
superbly  bound  in  full  red  morocco,  decorated  in  gilt.  Arranged  by  city  of 
issue  or  ruler,  the  last  four  volumes  comprised  a detailed  index  to  the  first 
seven.  The  author  was  a most  accomplished  scholar,  citing  the  ancient 
historians  and  numismatic  authors  from  Goltz  to  Madden  with  equal  ease. 
Bidding  started  at  5,000  and  ended  at  36,000,  a quite  reasonable  amount  when 
one  considers  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  important  unpublished  numismatic 
manuscripts  ever  to  cross  the  auction  block. 

A complete  twenty-nine  volume  set  of^4  Catalogue  of  Greek  Coins  in  the 
British  Museum,  broken  into  two  lots,  brought  a total  of  18,500  francs.  Some 
of  the  later  volumes  suffered  mostly  minor  water  damage  to  the  covers,  but 
internally  it  was  a fine  set  and  the  overall  price  seems  quite  reasonable. 
Unfortunately  it  sold  to  two  different  bidders.  Paruck’s  classic  and  very  rare 
1924  work  on  Sassanian  coins  brought  an  amazing  8,000  francs,  a tribute  to  its 
superb  condition.  The  famous  Svoronos  trio  on  the  Ptolemies,  Athens,  and 
Crete  brought  8,200,  11,000,  and  4,500  francs  respectively. 
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Works  on  Monnaies  Romaines  were  rather  modest  in  number  though 
several  standard  texts  were  sold.  Baron  d’Ailly’s  classic  four  volume  work, 
published  from  1864  to  1869,  sold  for  5,200  francs  on  a 2,000  top  estimate. 
A heavily  annotated  set  of  the  second  edition  of  Cohen  brought  5,500,  and  lot 
110,  an  attractive  set  of  the  rare  four  volume  mid-eighteenth  century  work  by 
Muselli,  featuring  superbly  engraved  coin  plates,  garnered  a rather  reasonable 

6.000  francs. 

The  section  of  Monnaies  Byzantines,  CELTES  ET  AUTRES,  featured 
another  superb  manuscript,  this  time  written  by  Jacobo  Boissart  in  1572! 
Numismatic  manuscripts  of  this  era  are  of  extreme  rarity.  A scholar  and 
author  of  "plusieurs  ouvrages  savants,"  Boissart  graced  this  diminutive  late 
Renaissance  volume  of  244  pages  with  attractive  ink  drawings  of  coins.  An 
enlargement  comprised  the  cover  design  of  the  sale  catalogue.  It  too  brought 

36.000  francs  sharing  honors  for  the  highest  price  with  the  Borrell  manuscript. 
Had  either  of  these  lots  sold  cheaply,  there  is  a good  chance  that  they  would 
have  been  pre-empted  by  the  Bibliotheque  Nationale.  Michel  Amandry, 
curator  of  numismatics,  did  attend  the  sale  and  acquired  several  lots  in  this 
manner.  French  law  allows  this  institution  to  acquire  any  lots  desired  for  its 
collections  by  announcing  such  intent  at  the  close  of  bidding.  The  item  is  then 
acquired  by  the  Bibliotheque  Nationale  at  the  actual  sale  price.  Not 
altogether  an  unfair  system  although  the  buyer  of  record  for  a few  brief 
seconds  might  disagree.  A more  troubling  aspect  of  French  law,  however, 
requires  that  export  licenses  be  obtained  for  manuscripts.  The  American  and 
Italian  purchasers  of  the  two  manuscripts  in  question  may  be  forced  to  wait 
several  months  before  a license  is  approved,  and  it  is  possible  that  removal 
from  France  could  be  denied. 

Lot  123,  a set  of  Eckhel’s  monumental  Doctrina  numorum  veterum,  in  the 
original  boards,  sold  for  7,000  francs.  A most  attractive  set  of  the  1642  Opera 
Omnia,  comprising  Hubert  Goltz’s  five  major  works  on  ancient  Roman  coins 
in  a collected  edition  brought  18,000  francs.  Another  classic  set,  Pellerin’s 
Recueil  de  medailles  ended  up  at  12,000  francs  on  a 10,000  estimate.  Works 
on  Monnaies  Franqaises  et  Feodales  comprised  forty-five  lots  and  brought 
generally  strong  prices. 

Lots  191  to  364  were  devoted  to  Monnaies  Etrangeres  with  some 
rather  unusual  items  popping  up  in  the  catchall  category  of  "Foreign  Coins." 
A superbly  bound  set  of  Chaudoir’s  classic  three  volume  work  on  Russian 
coins  brought  6,000  francs,  over  double  its  normal  price,  on  a 1,000/1,300  franc 
estimate.  Delgado  s 1871-1876  four  volume  Nuevo  metodo  de  classification  de 
las  Medullas  autonomas  de  Espana,  handsomely  bound  in  vellum  and  estimated 
at  10,000/15,000  francs  sold  for  a modest  2,400. 
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Lot  219  comprised  Henry  Chapman’s  1921  Jenks  sale  "sans  reliure  mais 
complet’  (not  bound  but  complete).  The  plates  were  described  as  "XLIII  pi. 
separees  (43  loose  plates).  Since  Jenks  sales  always  come  with  the  plates 
bound  in  following  the  text,  one  might  reasonably  assume  that  these  plates 
were  the  poorly-executed  halftone  reprints  which  are  often  found  loosely  laid 
in  bound  copies  of  the  Jenks  text.  Not  so.  The  text  volume  had  never  been 
bound,  the  plates  were  loose  and  not  overprinted,  there  were  43  of  them,  and 
they  were  the  original  photographic  plates.  Given  Rollin  and  Feuardent’s 
prominence  as  international  coin  dealers,  and  the  time  required  to  send  mail 
by  ship,  the  quickest  way  in  1921,  it  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  Henry 
Chapman  sent  the  firm  an  "advance  copy"  before  binding  and  plate 
overprinting  to  allow  the  firm  enough  time  to  formulate  its  bids. 
Unfortunately,  the  chance  of  discovering  an  unknown  forty-third  Jenks  plate 
evaporated  when  it  became  clear  that  Chapman  had  inadvertently  sent  a 
duplicate  of  one  plate.  Lot  245,  plated  copies  of  the  Jewitt  and  Earle  sales, 
though  bound  together  in  leather  by  Rollin  and  Feuardent,  were  doubtless 
also  originally  sent  in  this  form. 

Other  important  works  on  "foreign  coins"  in  the  sale  included  Lavoix’s 
classic  three  volume  work  on  Islamic  coins  at  a reasonable  8,000  francs,  seven 
titles  on  Brazilian  numismatics  by  Julius  Meile  at  5,200  francs,  and  an 
exceptionally  fine  set  of  the  three  volume  condensed  French  edition  of 
Georges  Michailovitch’s  superb  corpus  of  Russian  coins  at  19,000  francs. 

Next  were  Medailles  et  Jetons.  Lot  253,  Jacques  de  Bie’s  early  1636 
work  on  French  medals  La  France  metallique , handsomely  bound,  brought 
3,500  francs.  The  famous  1911  Lanna  sale  of  Renaissance  medals  garnered 
a very  strong  7,000  francs,  and  the  French  edition  of  Van  Loon  on  Dutch 
medals  (this  time  the  bindings  were  worn)  brought  6,700  francs. 

The  penultimate  category  was  Catalogues,  lots  283  to  264  - another 
catchall.  Although  this  was  one  of  the  strongest  categories,  content-wise,  in 
the  entire  sale,  the  prices  do  not  mean  much  by  themselves,  since,  more  often 
than  not,  they  were  sold  in  lots,  sometimes  very  large  lots.  Few  of  the  buyers 
in  this  section  will  live  to  regret  purchases  made,  but  many  will  bemoan  those 
that  slipped  by.  The  sale  closed  out  with  quantities  of  works  on 
Archeologie  et  Beaux  Arts,  and  again,  regrets  will  apply  only  to 
acquisitions  not  made. 

The  total  of  the  low  estimates  was  600,000  francs,  and  it  was  hoped  the 
sale  would  gross  one  million.  With  the  premium,  it  brought  nearly  1,800,000 
francs,  triple  the  low  estimate.  Bidders  from  throughout  Europe,  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States  attended.  No  successful  bidder  will  ever  forget 
this  sale.  On  their  bookshelves  will  be  silent  yet  poignant  reminders  of  the 
numismatic  splendor  that  was  once  the  house  of  Rollin  et  Feuardent. 
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Tiie  National  Union  Catalogue,  Pre-1956  Imprints 

Charles  Davis 

Numismatists  who  feel  that  their  research  capabilities  are  stymied  by  lack 
of  access  to  the  libraries  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society  in  New  York 
or  the  American  Numismatic  Association  in  Colorado  Springs  should  be  aware 
of  a most  valuable  tool,  The  National  Union  Catalogue,  Pre-1956  Imprints.  This 
publication,  initiated  in  1960  and  completed  in  1981,  consists  of  685  folio 
volumes  in  the  main  set,  and  68  volumes  in  the  Supplement,  and  is  the  largest 
publication  in  print  in  the  world.  Bound  in  a heavy  green  library  buckram,  it 
will  be  found  in  the  reference  areas  of  the  200  or  so  largest  research  libraries 
in  the  country. 

The  N.U.C.  is  a repertory  of  the  catalogued  holdings  of  the  Library  of 
Congress,  collections  of  major  reserach  libraries  in  the  U.  S.  and  Canada  plus 
the  more  rarely  held  items  in  the  collections  of  smaller  and  specialized 
libraries.  All  works  that  were  published,  in  the  case  of  books,  or  written,  as 
manuscripts,  prior  to  1956  are  recorded.  To  have  been  included,  works  must 
have  been  written  in  a language  of  the  Latin  alphabet,  or  if  non-Latin,  have 
been  indexed,  transliterated  or  Romanized  by  the  Library  of  Congress. 

Those  who  are  familiar  with  the  Dictionary  Catalogue  of  the  Library  of  the 
A.N.S.  published  by  G.K.  Hall  will  have  an  inkling  as  to  what  to  expect.  The 
N.U.C.  contains  facsimiles  of  the  library  cards  that  were  on  file  in  the  several 
hundred  participating  libraries  with  all  exact  duplicates  eliminated.  A code 
indicating  the  name  of  each  library  possessing  works  matching  exactly  a given 
card  has  been  placed  at  the  bottom  of  each  entry.  Thus  the  researcher 
looking  for  a specific  reference  work,  catalogue,  or  periodical  may  be 
surprised  to  find  that  it  exists  in  a nearby  municipal  or  university  library. 

In  the  example  shown  on  page  9,  Sylvester  Crosby’s  Early  Coins  of 
America  is  shown  in  four  different  versions  - that  with  an  1873  title  page,  1875, 
1878,  and  the  1945  R.  Green  reprint.  The  codes,  which  are  generally  a state 
designator  followed  by  a location,  tell  us  that  Johns  Hopkins  (MdBJ),  Boston 
Public  Library  (MB),  and  University  of  Miami  (FMU)  reported  an  1873 
version,  the  University  of  Nebraska  (NbU)  among  others  held  an  1875,  and 
that  the  1878  Estes  & Lauriat  version  was  owned  by  three  libraries  including 
the  University  of  Michigan  (MiU).  While  the  location  of  a Crosby  may  not 
be  a major  event,  we  noticed  pages  of  Bangs  catalogues,  obscure  periodicals, 
and  some  numismatic  manuscripts  just  waiting  to  be  discovered  and  used. 

And  for  those  interested  in  more  recent  titles,  an  ongoing  work  entitled 
simply  The  National  Union  Catalogue  (post  1956)  continues  to  be  published 
with  5 year  sets  appearing  up  until  1982  in  a slightly  smaller  bound  format, 
and  since  1982,  dreadfully,  on  microfilm. 
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The  National  Union  Catalog  Pre-1956  Imprints 


Crosby,  Sumner  McKnight,  1000- 

The  abbey  of  St.- Denis,  475-1 122  ...  by  Sumner  McKnight 
Crosby  ...  New  Haven,  Yale  university  press;  London,  H. 
Milford,  Oxford  university  press,  1942- 

▼.  front.,  lUna,  plates,  plana  (part  eoL.  part  fold.)  27)  cm. 
iBaif  tui4:  Tala  historical  publications;  L,  W Labaraa,  ad.  Ulster? 
of  art.  ru 

“rirat  praaaotad  as  a doctoral  dlaaartatloa  (Tals  animrWty.  1807,"— 

V.  1,  p.  Till. 

Boom  of  the  plana  accompaolod  by  tTanaparaat  guard  shoots  with 
outllus  drawings. 

‘‘bibliographical  note" : v.  1,  p.  , lOlr-190. 

1 8alot-Doola,  Franca  (BooodlctlAO  abbay) 

NA5551.S2C7  728.7094433  A 42— 4224 

YalaUnlv.  Library 

for  Library  of  Oouginaa  (sMftit 


Crosby,  Sylvester  Sage,  d.  1014. 

The  early  coins  of  America;  and  the  latr«  governing  Ueir 
issue.  Comprising  also  descriptions  of  tlte  Washington 
pieces,  the  Anglo-American  tokens,  many  pieces  of  unki»own 
origin,  of  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries,  and  tl.s 
first  patterns  of  the  United  States  mint.  By  Sylvester  S. 
Crosby.  Boston,  The  author,  1875. 

2 v I..  illl|-».  ,S|  p..  1 1.,  ill, -881  p.,  1 L.  ▼ p.  Ulna,  x pi  (tacL 
front. » fold,  fu4.nl  m.  81  x 23)  <m.  - ~ 

I'ultl iaJie<l  In  12  parts  1875-73. 

- Originally  tho  work  wn  to  I*  prepared  by  a commute#  coaatettnc 
of  Sylvester  M.  Crosby  and  others,  but  later  wax  turned  over  toCrnaby. 
Tl.e  oilflnnl  t-p.  (with  Imprtiit;  Boeton,  Musa.  The  New  England 
noiuUMiiAilc  and  archieo-  logical  society,  1878)  slao  kalf-U£l# 

and  liitriMlurllon  are  hound  at  eod. 

1.  Coin*  American.  2.  Tukooa-  U.  8. 

. C.f  184  t .C8  10-27VW 


NcD  MdBWA  DDO  NBuU  MH-AH  OrPR  OrP  OrU  WaS 
NC  0004371  CtY  0LC  0C1MA  0U  0C1W  00  0C1  PSC  PBtn  PU  FU 


NbU  CaBVa  MB  OrP  OrU  WaS 

NC  0B04375  DLC  MH  NN  MWA  NJP  PP  PPL  PPFRB  0C1WH1  NIC 
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#H  341  Croeby,  Sylvoster  Sage  d.  1914. 

no,  70"  Catalogue  of  ths  sntiro  oollootlun  of 

Sylvester  S,  Croi^y,/' oompria  lug  oarly  oolacial 
ootna  of  Amsrioa,  U.S,  sliver  and  ooppsr  oolna, 
psttarn  pieoaa,  Aasrloan  medals,  Washington  o o Ins 
and  meduls,  politicals,  store  card/i,  a to.  To  be 
sold  st  auotion  by  Messrs.  'Bangs  k oo,  ...  New 
"York- -sa  fcy  4 • • 27,  28  k 29  ...  Catalogue  by 

John  W.  Haseltine,  ftviladf elphl]&,  Merrlhow 
print  [1885] 

92,  ii  p.  28$om. 

On  oovert  Seventieth  sale, 

1817  Items  j priood  in  runr.uaoript. 

"Prioes  realitsd"  ([931*98  d.  1 - *-  — A 
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Croeby,  Sylvester  Sage,  d.  1914. 

The  early  colne  of  Araorlca;  and  tho  lave 
govomlng  their  leeuo.  Comprising  oloo  doeorl>- 
tione  of  the  Washington  pieces,  the  Anglo-Ajeerloan 
tokone,  nany  pieces  of  unknown  origin,  of  the 
seventeenth  end  eighteenth  centuries,  and  the 
first  patterns  of  the  Unltod  States  Dint  ... 

By  Sylvoeter  .Croeby.  Boeton,  Maes.,  Published 
by  the  Nov  England  numismatic  and  archaeological 
ooclety,  1873. 

2 p.l.,  [Ill)-’'  P-,  2 !•>  c 11 1-MI  p.  lllue. 
x pi.  (lncl.  front.)  fold.  facBlme., 

tabloii.  30.5  x 24-5  cm. 


Originally  tho  work  wee  to  be  prepared  by  e 
coniaittoe  conelatlng  of  Sylvester  S.  Croeby  and 
others,  but  Is tor  vne  turned  over  to  Croeby. 
Bibliographical  references  in  foot— notes. 


1.  Coins,  American.  2.  Tokone  - U.  S. 
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Crosby,  Sylvester  Sage,  d.  1914 

The  early  coins  of  America;  and  the  laws  govern- 
ing their  issue.  Comprising  also  description*  of 
the  Washington  pieces,  the  Anglo-American  tokens, 
many  pJjttcn^.  o/.. unknown  origin,  oi!  the  seventeenth 
and  eighteenth  centuries,  and  the  first  pattern* 
of  the  U.S.  mint.  By  Sylvester  S.  Crosby.  Boston 
Bates  Lauriat,  1878. 

2 p.  1.,  ili-v.  3 p.,  1 .,  11-381  p. 

NC  0804376  M1U  PP  MU 


Crosby,  Sylvester  Sage,  d.  1914. 

The  esrly  eoiiii  of  America ; and  the  laws  govwraing  their 
issue.  Comprising  also  dearriptiona  of  the  Washington 
piece*,  the  Anglo-American  token*,  many  piece*  of  anknowm 
origin,  of  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centurm,  and  the 
first  pm  tenia  of  tha  United  State*  mint  Boston,  1873 
ccl373.  Chicago,  R-  Gr*en,  W) 

381  p.  ill us • 31  cm* 

Published  In  12  parts  1875-7* 

Orlrlnally  the  work  waa  to  bo  prop* rod  by  a rwlttoo  uailirtoe 
•f  Sylvester  8.  Cruaby  and  others,  but  later  waa  turned  ©roe  to  C*aa>y. 

"Reprint  19^5  edition  limited  }O0  copies." 
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Crosby,  Sylvester  Sage,  d.  1914. 

The  United  States  coinage  of  1793;  cents  and  half  cent*.  De- 
scriptions of  the  various  dies  bearing  that  date,  with  notes  on  the 
establishment  ot  the  mint.  By  Sylvester  Sage  Crosby .. . Bos- 
ton: The  author.  1897.  36  p.  front.,  plates.  4°. 

"Two  hundred  copies  reprinted  from  The  American  journal  ot  ■aaiawbO1 
with  ion  addition!.' 


1 Numhmattci,  U.  S. 

N.  Y.  r.  u 


ah*  is.  mi. 
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Croeby,  Sylvester  Sage,  d.  1014. 

The  United  State*  cointge  of  1708,  cent*  and  half  cents, 
being  a reprint  of  the  platea  published  by  Sylvester  S.  Croeby 
in  1807.  New  York,  W.  Raymond,  1933. 

I p.  I . 111  pi.  2«)xi©l- 

Tho  United  81  a tea  real  a and  half  cents  of  17*8":  2d  prelim.  kaaf. 
signed : J.  O.  Maca illater. 


1.  Cent  2.  Half-cant.  S.  Colna.  American.  L Maealllatnr.  Jamas 
Or.Ua.  \tS92-  II.  Raymond.  Waytn.  1880-  m.  TIOa. 
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Library  of  Congreaa  CJ 1 85ft. CT 

Copy  i 

Copyright  A U*781  .3,  T57  0*T» 
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Scarcity  of  early  issues  of 
The  American  Journal  of  Numismatics 

Frank  Van  Zandt 


The  Asylum 


The  American  Journal  of  Numismatics,  published  from  1866  through  1924, 
is  arguably  our  most  important  American  numismatic  publication.  Prepared 
during  its  first  four  years  by  the  American  Numismatic  and  Archaeological 
Society,  the  most  sought  after  volume  is  N2  III,  issued  in  twelve  monthly 
numbers  from  July  1868-June  1869.  Its  desireability  stems  from  the  inclusion 
of  the  first  scholarily  classification  of  any  series  of  U.S.  coins  (Crosby  on  1793 
cents)  coupled  with  two  actual  photographic  plates,  one  by  J.  N.  T.  Levick  to 
accompany  the  Crosby  paper,  and  a second  by  Benjamin  Betts1  of  the  original 
1792  Mint  building.  Contrary  to  some  published  opinions  that  there  were  only 
100  copies  of  the  Journal  with  the  Betts  and  Levick  plates,  the  written  record 
in  the  Journal  and  in  Howard  Adelson’s  1958  The  American  Numismatic 
Society  1858-1958,  indicates  there  were  many  more  printed.  While  a full  set 
of  the  Journals  is  very  costly  and  difficult  to  obtain,  the  Adelson  book  has 
been  generally  available  and  is  a great  buy  in  the  $40  range. 

In  the  Journal’s,  first  year,  editorials  mention  that  there  were  fewer  than 
100  members.  There  was  a plea  at  the  end  of  the  first  year  from  the  editors 
that  each  subscriber  gain  one  additional  subscriber.  It  seems  that  this  was 
accomplished,  since  at  the  end  of  the  second  year,  the  periodical  refers  to  its 
200  subscribers.  However,  there  was  the  problem  of  collecting  all  the 
subscription  money  from  its  members  to  pay  for  the  past  year’s  expenses. 
Also,  of  great  importance  in  calculating  the  number  of  members  is  the 
promise  by  the  editors  on  the  first  page  of  Volume  II  of  the  Journal,  repeated 
by  Adelson,  page  61,  that  any  excess  funds  collected  would  be  applied  toward 
illustrating  the  Journal  and  that  it  was  hoped  the  Journal  would  become 
successful  and  remain  as  a permanent  part  of  the  society.  By  Volume  III,  the 
promised  plates  were  included. 

There  were  also  changes  made  within  the  society  at  this  time  which  would 
have  a direct  impact  upon  the  Journal.  The  two  men  with  the  most 
responsibility  for  its  publication  gained  the  leadership  of  the  society;  Charles 
Anthon  became  the  President  and  Joseph  Levick  became  the  Treasurer.  At 
the  same  time,  the  membership  voted  to  retain  these  two  on  the  editorial 


'While  the  article  accompanying  the  photograph  was  signed  only  "B"  suggesting  that  it 
was  prepared  by  Bushnell  as  was  the  similarity  signed  "Hall  Plate"  in  Volume  IV,  Society  minutes, 
Volume  III,  page  13  note  "Mr  Betts  exhibited  a photograph  of  the  Mint  Building." 
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committee.  Anthon’s  specialty  in  editorial  work  was  reflected  in  the  changes 
to  the  format  of  the  Journal  and  Levick’s  skills  as  a businessman  were  applied 
to  handling  the  financial  needs  of  the  publication. 

Since  these  two  gentlemen  had  a dedicated  interest  in  the  Journal  as  well 
as  a great  degree  of  control  over  the  decision-making  of  the  Society,  it  would 
stand  to  reason  that  the  Society  would  see  the  most  achievement  in  editorship, 
which  would  become  apparent  in  the  next  two  years  Volume  III  and  Volume. 
IV.  During  this  time,  it  was  decided  (after  the  first  two  issues  of  Volume  III 
had  been  published)  that  they  would  send  those  numbers  plus  the  remaining 
plated  issues  for  Volume  III  free  of  charge  to  various  institutions,  societies, 
and  literary  individuals  until  the  next  billing  period  - in  other  words,  one  full 
year  - in  the  hope  that  they  would  pay  the  annual  dues  and  become 
permanent  members. 

There  was  also  a promotion  to  sell  three  or  more  copies  at  a considerable 
savings  to  subscribers  in  the  hope  that  they  would  give  the  extra  Journals  to 
some  of  their  acquaintances  who  might  also  share  the  same  interests  and 
would  subsequently  become  members.  The  advertisement  promoting  this  new 
"deal"  was  published  in  the  very  issue  that  contained  the  Levick  plate. 

There  is  other  evidence  that  there  were  more  than  enough  copies  printed 
to  satisfy  the  membership  lists.  As  noted  by  Davis  in  American  Numismatic 
Literature  (p4,  note  21),  the  A.N.S.  was  still  offering  complete  sets  nearly  90 
years  later  with  advertisements  in  their  Numismatic  Notes  and  Monographs. 
As  the  Society  never  reprinted  these  issues,  it  becomes  obvious  that  there  were 
more  than  enough  to  meet  the  demand.  All  these  facts  indicate  that  there 
were  probably  about  200  of  these  plated  Journals  printed  originally,  and  not 
100,  as  some  recent  writers  claim. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  ascertain  just  how  many  of  the  Betts  and  Levick 
plated  issues  now  exist.  Both  John  Adams  (Penny  Wise,  March  1979)  and 
George  Kolbe  (Lee,  Champa,  Essex  Institute  Sale,  June  1981)  indicate  that  42 
partial  or  complete  sets  are  impounded  in  institutions.  Adams  doubts  another 
30  copies  of  the  Levick  plate  are  available  to  collectors  while  Kolbe  estimates 
the  remaining  number  of  sets  at  10-20. 

Only  speculation  can  be  attempted  about  what  happened  to  these  plated 
issues  once  they  left  the  printers  and  were  handed  out  in  promotions  and  to 
subscribers.  The  reader  will  have  to  draw  his  own  conclusion  about  what 
happened  to  the  issues  of  Volume  III  of  the  Journal,  but  it  becomes  readily 
apparent  that  more  than  100  were  printed. 

There  is,  without  a doubt,  a far  rarer  Journal  than  the  one  discussed 
above.  A large  paper  edition  of  the  first  volume  of  th q American  Journal  of 
Numismatics  came  to  light  from  a letter  sent  to  the  secretary  of  the  Journal 
from  J.  Carson  Brevoort,  President  of  the  Long  Island  Historical  Society,  who 
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had  received  it  from  Frank  H.  Norton,  then  President  of  the  A.N.S.  Brevoort 
was  inquiring  if  he  could  also  receive  Volumes  II  and  III  in  matching  large 
paper  format  as  well.  The  existence  of  a large  paper  edition  was  not  known 
to  the  general  membership  at  that  time,  and  in  the  reply  to  the  letter,  the 
editors  noted  that  a change  in  presses  prevented  subsequent  volumes  from 
being  issued  in  large  format. 

[ The  sole  large  paper  volume  we  can  account  for  today  is  in  the  Armand  Champa 
library  having  passed  through  both  Sanford  Durst  and  Cal  Wilson  mail  bid  sales 
without  having  been  identified  as  anything  unusual.  It  was  only  when  the  present 
owner  placed  it  next  to  a normal  Volume  II  that  its  larger  size  became  apparent. 

...edj 


Guillaume  Bude  1467-1540 
Pete  Smith 

The  book  with  claims  to  being  the  first  printed  work  on  numismatics  was 
published  in  1514  by  Guillaume  Bude,  a well  known  and  respected  scholar  of 
his  time  but  perhaps  not  at  well  known  in  numismatics.  Bude,  bom  in  Paris 
January  26,  1467,  was  the  son  of  Jean  Bude  and  the  former  Catherine  Le 
Picart.  The  father  had  succeeded  his  father  Dreux  Bude  as  the  king’s  tresorier 
des  chartes , and  served  until  1482.  He  owned  three  manor  homes  near  Paris 
at  Villiers-sur-Marne,  Yeures  and  Marley. 

Guillaume  was  one  of  four  brothers.  His  name  is  sometimes  shown  in  the 
Latinized  form  Guglielmus  Budaeus  with  his  first  name  occasionally  shown  in 
the  English  form  as  William.  As  the  son  of  a wealthy  and  noble  land  owning 
family,  he  was  offered  the  opportunity  for  an  advanced  education.  In  1483  he 
began  the  study  of  law  at  Orleans.  After  about  three  years  he  became 
disinterested  in  either  an  education  or  a profession.  Suffering  from 
headaches  and  fits  of  anxiety,  for  the  next  five  years  he  lived  a life  of  leisure 
doing  little  of  note  other  than  enjoying  the  hunt.  In  1491  he  experienced  a 
personal  reformation  and  resumed  his  education  in  liberal  studies.  He  read 
extensively  in  Greek  and  Latin,  and  was  primarily  self-taught  as  there  were  no 
teachers  with  greater  knowledge.  He  has  been  described  as  a lawyer  turned 
humanist  although  he  never  practiced  law. 

Guillaume  married  Roberte  Le  Lieur  in  1505,  and  they  had  twelve 
children,  a fact  that  caused  him  to  regret  that  in  the  early  years  of  his 
marriage,  he  produced  more  children  than  books.  He  set  about  to  even  the 
balance. 

His  first  published  contribution  to  literature  was  the  translation  of  three 
of  Plutarch’s  treatises  into  Latin  between  1502  and  1505.  In  1508  he 
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published  Annotations  in  XXIV  Pandectarum  libras  (Notes  on  twenty  four 
books  of  the  Pandects),  which  were  the  books  of  legal  codes.  This  work,  an 
attack  against  corruption  and  the  medieval  judicial  system,  made  a reputation 
for  Bude. 

His  second  book,  first  published  in  1514,  was  De  Asse  et  Partibus  Eius 
Libri  Quinqz  Guillielmi  Budei  Parisiensis  Secretari  Regii  (Concerning  the  As  and 
its  Parts  in  Five  Books  by  Guillaume  Bude  of  Paris,  Secretary  to  the  King). 
This  is  catalogued  in  libraries  as  a book  on  Roman  coins  and  is  considered  the 
first  published  numismatic  book.  But  it  was  much  more  than  a book  on  coins 
as  it  contained  a classic  piece  of  scholarship.  Bude  attempted  to  determine 
the  exact  value  of  monies  and  measures  in  ancient  times  and  their  sixteenth 
century  equivalents.  It  was  another  humanist  book  asking  for  an  evaluation 
of  wealth,  social  injustice,  and  abuses  of  the  church.  It  discussed  the  value  of 
material  possessions,  profane  (secular)  knowledge,  and  sacred  study. 

The  book  is  numismatic  to  the  extent  that  it  is  a study  of  coins  and  the 
related  monetary  systems.  It  is  not  a collector’s  guide  to  coins,  a catalogue  of 
issues,  an  attribution  guide,  or  a price  list.  The  book  went  through  at  least 
sixteen  editions  in  Latin  and  other  editions  in  translation.  However,  at  a time 
when  few  people  read  Latin  and  fewer  collected  coins,  the  popularity  of  the 
book  was  based  more  on  its  scholarship  and  humanist  philosophy. 

In  1515  Bude  went  to  Rome  on  a diplomatic  mission  to  Pope  Leo  X. 
Upon  his  return,  King  Francis  I (1515-1547)  appointed  Bude  as  master  of  the 
royal  library  established  at  the  Palais  de  Fountainbleu.  Later  it  was  relocated 
to  Paris  and  became  the  Bibliotheque  Nationale,  the  French  National  Library. 

In  1516,  Bude  began  to  correspond  with  the  Dutch  scholar  Desiderius 
Erasmus  and  later  with  the  English  humanist  Sir  Thomas  More.  These  three 
were  leaders  in  the  humanist  movement  that  helped  define  the  transition  out 
of  the  Dark  Ages  and  into  the  Renaissance. 

Bude  encouraged  his  King  to  establish  a trilingual  college  devoted  to  the 
study  of  Greek,  Hebrew  and  Latin.  In  support  of  the  position,  he  wrote 
Commentarii  linguae  Graecae  (Commentaries  on  the  Greek  Language) 
published  in  1529.  A year  later,  the  King  established  the  College  Royal  which 
later  became  the  College  de  France.  Bude  is  not  credited  as  founder  of  the 
college,  but  his  influence  in  its  foundation  is  recognized. 

Bude  travelled  with  the  royal  court  on  various  missions.  He  fell  ill  with 
fever  during  a visit  to  Normandy  and  died  in  Paris  August  22, 1540.  Following 
his  wishes,  he  was  buried  after  dark  without  a religious  service  at  his  parish 
church  of  St  Nicholas-des-Champs. 

Bud6  wrote  in  Latin,  a language  understood  only  by  aristocrats,  scholars, 
and  the  clergy.  His  writings  were  criticized  by  Erasmus  and  others  as  being 
too  flowery  and  overly  erudite.  If  De  Asse  et  Partibus  ...  was  difficult  for 
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renaissance  scholars,  it  is  probably  beyond  the  comprehension  of  a current 
numismatic  scholar.  The  work  is  highly  collectible  because  of  its  status  as  the 
first  numismatic  book.  Numismatic  bibliophiles  who  desire  the  book  must 
compete  in  the  marketplace  with  general  collectors  of  antiquarian  books  and 
with  those  who  are  familiar  with  Bude  as  an  important  numismatic  scholar. 

Copies  of  the  book  may  be  found  in  several  American  libraries.  The 
University  of  Minnesota  library  where  I do  much  of  my  research  has  a copy 
in  its  rare  book  collection  as  well  as  one  on  microfilm.  I have,  however,  made 
no  attempt  to  read  it. 

As  an  afterthought,  I think  it  interesting  that  I can  find  adequate 
biographical  information  about  a sixteenth  century  French  author,  but  I cannot 
do  a biography  on  Ard  Browning,  one  of  several  nineteenth  or  twentieth 
century  numismatic  authors  whose  life  record  is  incomplete.  I believe  the 
information  is  out  there,  but  has  not  been  found  or  disseminated  yet.  Most 
original  biographical  research  must  be  done  in  the  public  records  of  the 
communities  where  the  subject  lived.  Only  a limited  amount  of  research  can 
be  done  without  travel. 


Odds  & Endpapers 

Fred  Lake 

If  Samuel  Johnson  said,  "No  man  but  a blockhead  ever  wrote  except  for 
money,"  what  does  that  make  a man  who  writes  about  money?  Or,  for  that 
matter,  what  does  it  make  the  man  who  writes  about  books  about  money?  No 
need  to  answer,  it  is  just  something  that  I ponder  from  time  to  time. 

B.  Max  Mehl  once  discussed  a letter  from  one  of  his  customers  in  which 
the  correspondent  noted  that  in  his  city’s  directory  he  found  the  following 
surnames:  Catchpenny,  Crown,  Farthing,  Mark,  Money,  Penny,  Pound,  and 
Sterling.  In  order  to  put  your  spare  time  to  good  use,  why  not  research  your 
telephone  book  and  send  in  candidates’  names  for  the  most  unusual  last  name 
that  has  a relation  to  coinage.  Are  there  any  Mr.  Dollars  out  there? 

Here’s  a little  test  for  you.  Please  define  the  following 

1.  Bibliophile  2.  Bibliomania  3.  Bibliopole 

4.  Bibliopegy  5.  Bibliography  6.  Bibliolatry 

7.  Bibliotherapy  8.  Bibliophobia  9.  Biblioallergia 

Those  of  us  who  were  privileged  to  witness  the  unveiling  of  the  very  first 

"slabbed"  piece  of  numismatic  literature  at  the  recent  American  Numismatic 
Association  meeting  in  Baltimore,  certainly  owe  a debt  of  gratitude  to  Martin 
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Gengerke  for  making  this  a fun  hobby.  As  a follow-up,  John  Ford  was 
presented  with  a large  "slabbed"  photograph  of  the  event.  This  picture  was 
dutifully  packaged  in  a padded  mailer  that  had  been  run  over  by  a truck.  The 
mailer  was  then  boxed  and  protected  by  the  appropriate  "peanuts".  John 
reports  that  even  with  all  of  this,  the  glass  in  the  frame  arrived  cracked.  I 
understand  that  Mr.  Ford  has  donated  the  "slabbed"  catalogue  to  be  sold  in 
a forthcoming  Charles  Davis  auction,  with  the  proceeds  being  donated  to  the 
Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society. 

It  occurs  to  me  that  the  true  bibliomaniac  must  possess  at  least  three 
copies  of  each  important  work  that  is  published.  One  for  reading  and 
reference,  one  to  show  admiring  friends  and  neighbors  (who  don’t  know 
anything  about  numismatics),  and  one  that  you  will  shrink-wrap  and  store  in 
a moisture-controlled  atmosphere  where  sunlight  is  not  permitted.  This  mania 
begins  to  eat  up  space  and  the  pocketbook  quite  nicely. 

If  space  is  a problem,  one  way  to  alleviate  the  situation  is  to  take  some 
of  your  older  books  and  donate  them  to  a local  coin  show  and  let  the  folks 
who  sign  the  people  in  give  them  away  to  the  younger  kids  who  attend.  The 
comments  from  a ten  or  twelve  year  old  when  they  receive  an  "ancient" 
Redbook  from  the  1960s  are  absolutely  wonderful. 

In  the  last  column,  I commented  on  trying  to  differentiate  between  the 
various  genders  of  given  names.  Dr.  Francis  Wilkinson  was  kind  enough  to 
write  that  Francis  is  Frank  and  the  feminine  appellation  is  definitely  Frances. 
He  makes  note  that  some  parents  have  confused  the  issue  by  naming  their 
offspring  incorrectly.  So,  the  question  remains,  how  many  female  authors  have 
there  been  on  the  numismatic  scene? 

Why  do  some  authors,  particularly  auction  catalogers,  refuse  to  number 
the  pages  in  their  emissions?  This  fact  forces  the  chronicler  of  these  various 
works  into  the  mindless  counting  of  pages. 

The  following  comment  is  not  intended  to  "knock"  the  use  of  computers 
in  the  field  of  numismatic  literature.  It  is  just  that  I hope  in  the  future  we  will 
not  be  forced  to  retire  to  our  library  (or  bed)  with  a laptop  computer  and  CD- 
ROM  to  browse  through  our  references.  Possibly  there  will  always  be  a respect 
for  the  "feel"  of  a nicely  bound  volume  and  the  "aroma"  of  a wonderfully 
printed  document.  But,  how  did  I ever  do  anything  without  my  PC? 

Answers  to  the  quiz:  1.  One  who  loves  books.  2.  An  intense  passion 

for  collecting  and  owning  books.  3.  A dealer  in  rare  books  (a  bookseller). 

4.  The  art  or  practice  of  bookbinding  (and  it  is  pronounced  with  a soft  "g"). 

5.  The  description  and  history  of  books  including  details  of  authorship,  etc. 

6.  Excessive  worship  of  books.  7.  The  treatment  of  certain  nervous  and 
mental  disorders  by  the  reading  of  selected  books.  8.  Fear  of  books  (perish 
the  thought!).  9.  An  allergic  reaction  to  books. 
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The  rahdalij  Haseltine  Ty  pe  Table 

Charles  Davis 

In  reviewing  some  rather  undistinguished  auction  catalogues  recently,  we 
noted  that  in  Thomas  Birch  & Sons  4/15/1879  sale  the  designation  "Randall 
N-'  was  used  when  describing  early  Half  Dollars.  Seven  months  later  in  John 
Haseltine’s  40th  Sale,  JH  has  applied  the  nomenclature  "H&R"  (Haseltine  & 
Randall)  to  Silver  Dollars,  Halves,  and  Quarters.  As  The  American  Journal  of 
Numismatics  reported  that  the  Birch  sale  was  conducted  for  the  "benefit  of  a 
dealer,"  we  might  suppose  that  Philadelphia  dealer  J.  Colvin  Randall,  who  felt 
the  numbering  system  was  his  own,  was  the  cataloguer.  Haseltine  apparently 
felt  that  joint  credit  was  due,  and,  as  we  know,  when  the  numbering  system 
was  finally  published  as  part  of  Haseltine’s  November  1881  'Type  Table"  sale, 
the  Randall  name  was  dropped  entirely.  The  fact  that  this  nomenclature  was 
in  use  for  seventy  years  until  the  1950  Bolender  work  obsoleted  it,  generations 
of  numismatists  became  familiar  with  the  Haseltine  name  and  probably  never 
heard  of  Randall.  As  Randall  sold  his  considerable  collection  to  W.  Elliot 
Woodward  where  it  comprised  his  sales  N277  and  78  (rated  "A+"  and  "A-"  by- 
Adams),  we  may  infer  some  substantial  animosity  existed  between  the  two 
Philadelphia  dealers.  If  it  was,  in  fact,  Randall  who  recorded  the  varieties, 
Haseltine  certainly  cheated  his  fellow  dealer  out  of  a due  place  in  history. 

In  discussing  our  ideas  with  Brad  Karoleff,  editor  of  the  John  Reich 
Journal,  we  discovered  that  he  was  working  on  a similar  theory.  Brad  writes: 
"I  would  like  to  focus  on  the  Woodward  Sale  N-77  of  1885  where  WEW 
editorializes  on  numerous  occasions  about  Randall’s  researching  the  Bust 
Coinage  - Dollars,  Halves  and  Quarters.  He  describes  Randall  as  a prominent 
dealer  in  corns  who  normally  sold  wholesale  to  other  dealers.  He  selected  the 
choicest  pieces  for  his  own  collection  and  passed  the  others  on  to  new  homes. 
In  the  preface  of  this  sale,  Woodward  notes:  ’In  a private  letter  Mr.  Randall 
writes  me  "The  idea  of  a correct  work  on  types  and  varieties  of  United  States 
silver  dollars,  halves  and  quarters  originated  with  me.  H.  and  myself  were  to 
publish  the  work  together,  but  without  any  consultation  whatever  with  me,  he 
issued  for  his  own  benefit  what  he  styles  as  the  Type  Table  Catalog."  Lot  36 
also  includes  the  following  reference  to  Randall’s  work:  This  reference,  and 
many  following  are  to  Mr.  Randall’s  manuscript  work  heretofore  referred  to, 
which  it  is  hoped  in  the  interest  of  collectors,  may  someday  be  published.’" 

The  location  of  this  manuscript  today  or  of  any  Haseltine  reponse  to  the 
Woodward  remarks  would  represent  a significant  find.  We  note,  however, 
that  Haseltine  did  not  conduct  an  auction  for  two  years  following  Woodward’s 
two  Randall  sales,  this  depite  the  fact  that  he  had  conducted  twenty-two 
during  the  previous  twenty-four  months.  John  Adams  notes  that  Haseltine  left 
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the  coin  business  in  1885  and  became  a stockbroker.  Was  Long  John  keeping 
a numismatic  low  profile?  Readers  who  may  be  able  to  provide  details  on  this 
controversy  or  on  the  life  of  J.  Colvin  Randall,  are  invited  to  correspond  with 
Brad  at  Coins  Plus,  2092  Mall  Road,  Florence  KY  41042 


The  Printer’s  Devil 

Joel  J.  Orosz,  NLG 

Numismatic  bibliophiles  have  always  admired  superlatives,  be  they  the 
best  or  the  worst.  A spirited  discussion  can  always  be  instigated  at  an  N.B.S. 
meeting  by  raising  the  question  of  the  greatest  auction  catalogue  ever 
produced.  An  equally  animated  argument  can  erupt  whenever  the  most  inept 
cataloguing  effort  is  considered.  Your  columnist,  however,  proposes  to  settle 
for  all  time  the  question  of  the  worst  catalogue  of  a numismatic  literature  sale. 
We  trust  that  when  all  the  evidence  is  presented,  there  will  be  no 
disagreement,  for  the  catalogue  in  question  is  so  superbly  hideous,  it  f=  defies 
imagination  that  anyone  could  produce  a worse  effort. 

As  a model  for  this  critique,  your  columnist  has  turned  to  Ed.  Frossard’s 
Numisma  for  July  1882,  an  issue  which  contains  his  acerbic  review  of  the 
catalogue  produced  for  the  Charles  I.  Bushnell  sales  by  Samuel  Hudson  and 
Henry  Chapman.  Among  the  peccadilloes  for  which  brother  Frossard 
excoriated  the  Chapmans  were  improper  use  of  English  terms,  unintelligible 
constructions,  general  inaccuracy  of  statements,  and  careless  proofreading. 
Frossard  went  on  to  list,  under  the  heading  of  "a  little  dry  reading  for  the 
antiquaries,"  65  lots  from  the  Bushnell  Sale  which  he  believed  to  contain  one 
or  more  of  the  sins  listed  above.  Some  of  the  nastier  jabs  follow:  241 
counterfeit;  349  "two  or  three  known"  - bosh;  2183  "similar  but  very  different"  - 
clear  as  mud.  2205  and  06  "beath"  and  "uncirbulated"  are  good. 

Following  in  Frossard’s  footsteps,  your  columnist  hereby  presents  the  most 
incompetent  "catalogue"  of  numismatic  literature  ever  presented.  That  is  if 
you  call  four  sheets  of  8V2XH"  paper,  first  sheet  blue,  second  sheet  yellow,  and 
last  two  pink,  and  not  bound  in  any  fashion,  a "catalog."  The  perpetrator  of 
the  crime  against  the  bibliophile’s  art  was  the  Abe  Lincoln  Company  of 
Canton  Ohio,  and  the  unfortunate  client  was  the  estate  of  one  G.  Coster. 

Had  only  brother  Ed.  lived  to  see  this  one,  he  would  have  forgiven  the 
Chapmans  all.  The  "typesetting"  consists  of  a photocopied  master  which  was 
done  on  a manual  typewriter  using  pica  characters,  complete  with  errors  that 
are  typed  over,  rather  than  corrected.  Brother  Ed  would  have  inveighed 
against  the  cataloguer’s  typos,  misspellings,  grammatical  and  syntex  errors, 
punctuation  and  capitalization  boners,  indifferent  sequencing,  descriptions 
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lacking  essential  information,  nonsensensical  descriptions,  and  unintended 
humor.  So  here,  for  your  enjoyment,  is  " a little  dry  reading  for  bibliophiles." 
a list  of  39  lot  descriptions  transcribed  verbatim  from  this  exemplar  of 
awfulness  in  bookselling. 

024:  "USA  Coins  Blakbook" 

7 8 A:  "Full  1992  Issue  N9l-92  PCS  History  EF' 

85B:  "Autograph  Catalogue  New" 

159:  "Comic  New" 

170:  "Auction  Amos  Carter  Auction  USA  Currency  Stacks"  (Remember  Amos?) 

183:  "American  Annual  of  XMAS  Literature  & Art  1950  Volume  20" 

184:  "Same  Volume  19"  185:  "Same  Volume  25"  186  "Same  Volume  22 

187:  "Same  Volume  24"  188:  "Same  Volume  21"  189  "Same  Volume  26"  (get  the  picture) 

204:  "1938  Contemporary  American  Playrigts  Bums  Mantle  VG 

206:  "Morgan  and  Peace  Dollar  Textbook  Large  Book,  Brand  New" 

209:"  New  God  Be  Thanked  by  John  Masters" 

242:  "larch  1976  Coin  Prices" 

252:  "Stars  and  Strip  Newspaper  Mediterrean  VG" 

320:  [Political  Button]  "Coolide  and  Dawes"  (You  remember  old  Silent  Cal  Coolide!) 

335:  "FDR  Rooseevelt" 

340:  "JFK  Kennedy" 

375:  "Sear  Robbuck,  World’s  Fair  1933" 

409:  "How  to  Build  a Coin  Collection,  Fred  Reinfold" 

454:  "50  Anniversary  Sale  Rare  Coins  at  Auction  Sale  Stack’s/0/22/85 
465  " U.S.  Mitn  Alexander  Hamilton  Medal  Sectary  of  Treasury" 

481:  "NY  Times,  Wed  Jan  29.  1986  The  Shuttle  Explodes  Excellent"  (NASA  didn’t  think  so!) 
509:  "Webster’s  New  Collegiayr  Dictionary"  (Webster  did  not  proof  read  his  tiitle?) 

579:  "Harvey  Killebrew  baseball  card"  (I  knew  his  twin  brother  Harmon) 

It  can  hardly  be  disputed  that  this  is  the  worst  numismatic  literature  catalog 
of  all  time.  It  may  well  be,  in  fact,  the  worst  catalog  of  any  kind  of  all  time. 
Your  columnist  would  like  to  close  by  explaining  that  while  he  appropriated 
the  style  that  Frossard  used  to  criticize  the  brothers  Chapman’s  Bushnell 
collection  sale,  he  certainly  had  no  intention  of  either  comparing  the  Coster 
estate  to  the  Bushnell  estate  or  comparing  the  Abe  Lincoln  Company  to  the 
brothers  Chapman.  Simply  put:  The  Coster  collection  ain’t  no  Bushnell 
collection,  and  the  Abe  Lincoln  Company,  even  on  its  best  days,  could  not 
hope  to  come  close  to  the  Chapmans  on  their  worst.  Finally,  it  should  be 
comforting  to  all  N.B.S.  members  to  know  that,  should  we  attempt  to 
catalogue  our  collectons  for  sale,  the  worst  we  could  possibly  do  is  to  produce 
the  second  lousiest  catalogue  of  numismatic  literature. 
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From  The  Editor 

U Our  comments  on  the  N.L.G.  in  the  last  issue  elicited  several  letters.  One 
was  a protest  from  Margo  Russell,  who  took  exception  to  our  noting  that 
there  was  a disparity  in  mind  set  between  NBS  and  NLG  and  that  none  of  the 
principals  of  the  latter  was  a member  of  the  former.  "I  intend  to  have  both 
my  head  and  mind  set  examined.  I will  suffer  from  deep  depression  as  I bury 
my  head  in  my  numismatic  books  until  I get  the  test  results.  I had  the 
delusion  of  literati  that  I belonged  to  both  of  these  interesting  organizations. 
However,  you  will  be  pleased  to  know  that  I advocate,  as  an  NLG  board 
member,  and  one  of  those  ’critical  authorities,’  far  fewer  NLG  awards  and 
plaques  ..."  Another  letter,  this  from  Tony  Carlotto,  was  more  succinct. 
Referring  to  our  reference  to  the  award  presented  a year  ago  to  the  Highfill 
book:  "Right  On!  concerning  that  chunk  of  {bleep}  that  purports  to  be  a 
comprehensive  work  on  silver  dollars.  I don’t  like  to  degrade  such  a huge 
work  that  must  have  taken  weeks  to  complete,  but  ..." 

U Dave  Bowers  writes:  "The  article  by  George  Fuld  {Asylum  Volume  XI 
N23)  brought  back  some  interesting  memories.  I also  recall  contacting  the 
A.N.S.  and  buying  at  issue  price  copies  of  the  American  Journal  of 
Numismatics.  They  came  wrapped  in  brown  paper,  often  crumbling  at  the 
edges.  When  I did  this  in  the  late  1950s,  they  had  everything  in  stock  from 
the  first  issue  onward  except  for  those  containing  Edgar  Adams’  work  on 
territorial  gold  and  the  Miller  work  on  the  state  coinages  of  New  England. 

"At  the  time  there  was  very  little  interest  in  auction  catalogues  of  the 
Chapman  Brothers.  In  the  course  of  buying  collections  I would  often  be  given 
large  numbers  of  periodicals  and  auction  catalogues,  and  would  usually  leave 
them  behind  unless  something  had  particular  value.  For  a long  time,  Mehl’s 
Dunham  catalogue  was  valued  at  about  $5.00  and  was  worth  picking  out. 

"Although  many  auction  catalogues  are  highly  prized,  and  deservedly  so, 
my  own  personal  favorites  for  actual  use  are  numismatic  periodicals.  Time 
and  time  again  I have  recommended  to  anyone  interested  that  they  acquire 
runs  of  the  American  Journal  of  Numismatics , The  Numismatic  Scrapbook 
Magazine , and  others.  I have  always  liked  Mehl’s  Numismatic  Monthly  ...  it 
seems  that  in  its  day,  it  gave  The  Numismatist  a run  for  its  money  and 
certainly  was  its  equal. 

"A  publication  that  has  really  not  received  its  due  is  the  Numismatic 
Scrapbook  Somehow  this  gets  cited  much  less  frequently  than  The  Numis- 
matist, never  mind  that  it  was  a prime  venue  for  outstanding  research  by  such 
luminaries  as  Breen,  Julian,  Boosel  and  many  others.  A note  should  also  be 
given  in  the  direction  of  Ken  Bressett,  whose  Whitman  Numismatic  Journal  was 


Fall,  1993 


21 


launched  with  the  best  of  expectations  but  which  unfortunately  did  not  survive 
the  rigors  of  the  marketplace.  While  I am  rambling  on  the  subject  of  numis- 
matic literature,  I should  mention  that  I also  find  exceedingly  valuable  a lot 
of  publications  which  are  really  not  numismatic,  but  which  deal  with  monetary 
conditions,  particularily  in  the  last  century.  Over  the  years  I have  obtained  a 
wealth  of  information  from  various  banking  journals  and  other  periodicals  ..." 

U We  congratulate  Arthur  and  Ira  Friedberg  on  winning  the  I.A.P.N.  Book 
Prize  for  1993  with  Gold  Coins  of  the  World  from  Ancient  Times  to  the  Present. 
We  thank  Giulio  Bernardi  for  supplying  us  with  a list  of  the  previous  winners. 

1982  M.  J.  PRICE:  Coins,  650  B.C.  to  the  Present  Day 

1983  DAVID  Sear:  Greek  Imperial  Coins 

1984  E.  R.  Duncan  Elias:  Anglo-Gallic  Coins 

1985  D.  M.  METCALF:  Coinage  of  the  Crusades  and  the  Latin  East  in  the 
Ashmolean  Museum  Oxford 

1986  D.  ESSTACHE:  Corpus  des  Monnaies  Alawites  (Banque  du  Marc ) 

1987  GRIERSON  & Blackburn:  Medieval  European  Coinage  I,  The  Early  Ages 

1988  R.  CALCIATI:  Corpus  Nummorum  Siculorum  I- III 

1989  D.  R.  COOPER:  The  Art  and  Craft  of  Coin  Making 

1990  R.  D.  VAN  ARSDELL:  Celtic  Coinage  of  Britain 

1991  JENKINS  & HiPOLITO:  A Catalogue  of  the  Calouste  Gulhenkian 
Collection,  Greek  Coins,  Part  II,  Lisboa 

1992  D.  GILL:  The  Coinage  of  Ethiopa,  Eritrea  and  Italian  Somaliland 

H We  noticed  the  following  in  Part  III  of  Batty’s  Catalogue  of  the  Copper 
Coinage  of  Great  Britain,  published  in  the  1870’s,  decrying  a problem  that 
confounded  writers  then  as  today.  "The  author  wishes  it  to  be  distinctly 
understood  that  all  Subscribers  pay  the  amount  stated  on  the  cover.  Copies 
which  go  into  the  hands  of  the  trade  bear  the  usual  discount,  but  are  only 
supplied  on  the  condition  that  their  Clients  are  charged  the  same  as  if  they 
received  their  copies  direct.  This  intimation  has  become  necessary  from  the 
circumstance  of  a Firm  (who  are  Subscribers)  having  advertised  in  their  list  a 
large  portion  of  this  work  at  about  one-fourth  Subscriber’s  price;  the  author, 
who  has  experienced  considerable  annoyance,  and  some  loss  in  consequence, 
is  compelled,  in  self-defence,  to  disabuse  the  idea  that  copies  are  being  placed 
on  the  market  at  less  than  subscribers’  prices." 

U Does  anyone  know  what  Abe  Kosoff  is  referring  to  in  Volume  I N-3 
(July,  1948)  of  his  Numismatic  Gallery  Monthly  - "The  A.N.A.  is  reprinting  the 
first  six  volumes  of  The  Numismatist.  It  will  be  made  available  for  S8.00.  The 
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original  usually  sells  for  $250.00.  Order  your  copy  from  your  dealer."  As  we 
all  know,  these  volumes  were  reprinted  in  1963  by  Olympic  Press,  but  we  are 
unaware  of  a version  15  years  earlier. 

H What  a deal  the  A.N.A.  Money  Market  Store  has  for  any  member.  For 
only  $75.00,  they  will  bind  a single  year  of  The  Numismatist  in  two  volumes  in 
a handsome  leather-look  (i.e.  not  leather)  if  you  choose  to  provide  them  with 
the  required  12  issues.  If  they  supply  them,  the  cost  is  $100.00.  Can  you 
imagine  spending  $1,000  to  bind  the  last  ten  years  of  that  magazine? 

U George  Kolbe  furnished  this  photograph,  which  was  taken  at  the  1942 
A.N.A.  Convention  in  Cincinnati.  While  bibliophiles  will  have  no  trouble 
identifying  Abe  Kosoff  and  B.  Max  Mehl,  the  other  likenesses  might  be  less 
familiar,  (r  to  1)  Maryland  dealer  John  Zug,  Civil  War  Token  specialist  Joe 
Barnet,  Mehl,  Molly  Kosoff,  Kosoff,  Miriam  Friedman,  Ethel  Mehl,  Michael 
Higgy.  Friedman’s  husband  Adolph  was  instrumental  in  Kosoff  s purchase  of 
the  Higgy  collection,  which  was  Kosoffs  first  major  sale. 
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Dues  Notice 

The  present  number  of  The  Asylum  completes  Volume  XI,  and  fulfills 
each  member’s  subscription.  Dues  for  1994  in  the  amount  of  $15.00 
($20.00  for  overseas  delivery)  should  be  sent  to  Frank  Van  Zandt, 
Treasurer,  6032  Van  Zandt  Road,  Livonia  NY  14487.  Members  should 
realize  that  they  can  save  the  Society  considerable  expense  by  paying 
from  this  notice  rather  than  from  one  separately  mailed. 


From  The  president 


It  was  great  to  see  so  many  of  you  at  this  year’s  N.B.S.  annual  meeting 
in  Baltimore.  We  also  had  an  excellent  turnout  for  the  Numismatic  Literature 
Symposium,  even  if  the  general  topic  of  computers  and  CDs  seemed  out  of 
step  with  our  general  collecting  interests.  I wish  to  thank  Michael  Hodder  and 
Larry  Mitchel  for  their  help. 

At  this  year’s  board  meeting,  new  ideas  were  brought  up  that  I hope 
will  entice  some  of  you  to  become  more  involved  with  the  Society.  First  it  was 
decided  that  The  Asylum  should  carry  more  reviews  of  current  publications. 
Who  better  to  review  numismatic  books,  articles  and  auction  catalogues  than 
the  people  who  hold  them  so  dear  to  their  own  collecting  interests.  We  will 
be  looking  into  the  possibility  of  offering  awards  for  the  best  publications,  as 
does  NLG,  but  with  the  intent  of  rewarding  the  work’s  impact  on  the  collector 
of  coins  and  literature,  not  just  for  writing  style  and  popularity  of  the 
publication. 

The  board  also  voted  to  have  a contest  to  develop  a logo  that  can  be 
used  in  the  future  to  represent  our  society.  Please  submit  to  me  (P.  Scott 
Rubin,  P.O.  Box  6885,  Lawrenceville,  NJ  08648),  by  the  Ides  of  March  (March 
15),  any  suggestion  you  may  have  for  a logo.  All  entries  will  be  presented  to 
a committee  who  will  select  the  winner,  who  will  receive  a surprise  gift  from 
my  library. 

In  closing  I would  like  to  remind  all  members  that  to  make  this  society 
work,  we  would  like  more  members  to  write  an  article  or  a letter  to  the  editor. 
Let  yourself  be  heard. 

Happy  Holidays,  and  may  the  next  year  bring  each  of  you  a welcome 
addition  to  your  library. 
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Thank  you  Armand 

Thank  you  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society 


But  most  thanks,  for  the  standing  ovation 
the  first  in  my  ninety  years 
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FUNCTION  ASSOCIATES 

NUMISMATIC 
LITERATURE 
MAIL  BIO  SALES 

Whether  your  collecting  interests  require  information  on 
Ancients,  United  States  Silver  Dollars,  Tokens,  Medals,  Paper 
Money,  Fixed  Price  Lists,  Antiquarian  Books,  or  Numismatic 
Literature,  in  general,  you  will  find  a wide  range  of  choices  in  the 
four  Mail  Bid  Sales  that  Function  Associates  has  planned  for  the 
upcoming  months  in  1994. 

Each  of  our  large-format  catalogs  contains  over  1000  lots 
of  fine  books,  auction  sales,  monographs,  and  other  material 
relating  to  numismatics.  These  offerings  are  presented  in  a 
manner  that  allows  you  to  find  items  of  interest  with  ease  and,  if 
you  are  striving  to  complete  a "run"  of  auction  catalogs,  you  will 
find  our  format  of  individualized  lots  to  be  a big  plus. 

Members  of  the  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society  are 
eligible  to  receive  a complimentary  catalog  of  our  next  sale  and 
we  will  be  glad  to  add  your  name  to  our  list  of  valued  customers. 

Send  your  name  and  address  to: 

FRED  L.  LAKE  - FUNCTION  ASSOCIATES 
6822  22nd  Avenue  North  - Suite  218 
St.  Petersburg,  FL  33710 
(813)  343-8055  Fax:  (813)  381-6822 


Member  NBS,  NLG,  ANA,  ANS,  EAC,  FUN 
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LIMITED  EDITION 


The  Complete  Guide  to  Mercury  Dimes 

by  David  W.  Lange 


A deluxe  edition  of  this  new  book  has  been  prepared  and  will  not 
be  advertised  outside  the  pages  of  The  Asylum.  Twenty-five 
numbered,  signed  and  dated  copies  have  been  bound  in  half 
leather  by  Alan  Grace  and  are  herein  offered  to  my  friends  in  the 
NBS.  Also  available  is  the  standard  cloth  edition,  of  which  350 
were  printed,  as  well  as  an  economical  softcover  edition. 

Still  available  is  my  earlier  book  The  Complete  Guide  to  Buffalo 
Nickels.  The  deluxe  edition  of  this  work  was  oversubscribed 
before  I had  a chance  to  announce  it  in  The  Asylum,  but  a limited 
number  of  cloth  copies  remain,  in  addition  to  the  more  abundant 
softcover  edition. 

These  books  are  available  from  the  author  at  the  following  prices: 

The  Complete  Guide  to  Mercury  Dimes 


The  Complete  Guide  to  Buffalo  Nickels 


The  deluxe  edition  will  be  shipped  postpaid;  please  add  $3.50 
shipping  for  all  other  book  orders.  California  residents  please 
add  8.25%  sales  tax. 


David  W.  Lange 
P.O.  Box  190476 
San  Francisco,  CA  94119 
415-872-0295 

(evenings  & weekends) 


Softcover 

Cloth 

Half  leather 


$29.95 

49.95 

165.00 


Softcover 

Cloth 


24.95 

44.95 
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The  Money  Tree 

1260  Smith  Court 
Rocky  River,  OH  44116 
Office:  (216)  333-3444 
Fax:  (216)  333-4463 


Instead  of 

"Buy  the  book,  before  you  buy  the  coin" 
Change  it  to 

"Contact  The  Money  Tree  before 
You  buy  the  book  before  you  buy  the  coin." 


The  Money  Tree 


Dealers  in  Important  and  Rare 
Numismatic  Literature 
We  Buy,  Sell,  and  Auction  Worthwhile 
Collections  and  Libraries 

Myron  Xenos  and  Ken  Lowe 
Members:  ANA,  NLG,  NBS,  ANS,  EAC 


!®ifc 


upport  for  the  hobby  from 

NUMISMATIC  NEWS 


FREE  COIN  SHOW  LISTINGS: 

Only  NUMISMATIC  NEWS  provides  free  weekly 
listings  of  coin  shows,  because  we  know  how 
important  shows  are  to  the  hobby.  Ours  is  the 
farsest  Mid  most  thorough  listing  of  shows 
anywhere! 

Enthusiastic  collectors,  dealers,  clubs  and  show 
promoters  avoid  show  conflicts  and  plan  their  travel 
with  this  user-friendly  directory. 

Here’s  what  one  reader  had  to  say:  "Thank  you 
for  supporting  the  collector  by  continuing  to  publish  the 
coin  show  schedule  at  no  cost  to  coin  clubs.  To  charge  a fee  for  this 
service  could  be  cost  prohibitive  to  small  clubs  which  sponsor  coin 
shows  and  would  deprive  collectors  from  the  information. " 

- Michael  M.  Greenspan,  Newark,  NJ.  - 

That’s  not  all!  Twice  a year  our  free  Show  & Auction  Guide  delivers  valuable 

long-range  planning  information,  up  to  a year  in 
advance,  in  a handy  pullout  format. 

NUMISMATIC  NEWS  is  ready  and  willing 
to  spread  the  word  about  your  show.  We 
sincerely  encourage  free  show  listings  as 
one  more  way  to  help  the  hobby. 
Thousands  of  active  hobbyists  benefit 
from  the  service.  Plus,  subscribers  also 
receive  a free  yearly  club  guide.  Joining 
a club  is  an  excellent  way  to  learn  more 
about  your  collecting  specialty. 

Be  sure  you  don’t  miss  a single  issue. 

1/2-year  (26  issues)  of 
NUMISMATIC  NEWS  for  only  $9.95. 
Call  toll-free  1-800-258-0929  today! 


numismatic  |l£Wf 

FEATURING  COIN  (MARKET  ■ WV  W 


700  E.  State  St.,  lola,  Wl  54990-0001 


30 


The  Asylum 


BOOKS 

current,  out-of-print,  antiquarian,  fine  editions 

CATALOGS 

auction  catalogs,  price  lists 

PERIODICALS 

journals,  dealer  publications 
are  regularly  offered  in  our  catalogs. 


We  try  to  be  the  major  North  American  source  for  books  related  to 
British  numismatics.  We  have  also  begun  publishing  specialized 
references.  Our  update  and  reprint  of  Dalton  and  Hamer's  reference  on 
18th  Century  British  trade  tokens  was  nominated  for  the  1991  I.A.P.N. 
Book  of  the  Year  award. 

We  specialize  in  British  coins  and  tokens  and  ancient  Greek  and  Roman 
coins.  We  also  handle  books  related  to  ancient  coins  andclassical 
European  numismatics. 

We  are  interested  in  purchasing  books,  catalogs  and  periodicals  related 
to  these  series. 

Our  coin  catalogs  discuss  the  background  and  history  of  the  coins  we 
sell.  Catalogs  are  available  for  $15  per  year  or  $2  for  a sample  copy. 


cDavissoris 

Ltd 

Allan  and  Mamie  Davisson 
Cold  Spring,  MN  56320 
(612)  685-3835 


FINE 

NUMISMATIC 

BOOKS 

ANY  LANGUAGE 
ANY  PERIOD 


It 


ALWAYS  WANTED 


SPINK  & SON  LTD.  5,  6 & 7 KING  STREET,  ST  JAMES’S,  LONDON  SW1Y  6QS. 
TEL:  071-930  7888.  FAX:  071-839  4853.  TELEX:  916711. 

English  Paintings  and  Watercolours  • Silver,  Jewellery  and  Paperweights 
Oriental,  Asian  and  Islamic  Art  • Textiles  • Medals  • Coins  • Bullion  • Banknotes 
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Additions  to  Stock 


FRANCIS  Gardiner  Davenport:  European  Treaties  Bearing  on  the 
History  of  the  United  States  and  its  Dependencies,  Volume  II  (1650- 
1697),  386  pages;  Volume  III,  (1698-1715)  269  pages;  Volume  IV 
(1716-1815)  222  pages,  1967  reprint,  russet  cloth,  the  three 
volumes,  new  85.00 

Originally  published  by  the  Carnegie  Institution  of  Washington  1917-1937,  their 
existence  and  importance  was  not  generally  known  to  numismatists  until  John 
Ford’s  address  to  the  N.B.S.  General  Meeting,  A.N.A.  1992.  In  this  talk,  which 
was  reprinted  in  its  entirety  in  the  Fall  1992  issue  of  The  Asylum,  Ford  cites 
these  works  as  necessary  supplements  to  Betts  for  anyone  interested 
collecting  American  colonial  history  illustrated  by  contemporary  medals. 


in 


PHILIP  L.  Mossman:  Money  of  the  American  Colonies  and 
Confederation.  A Numismatic,  Economic  & Historical  Correlation, 
1993,  314  pages,  quarto,  red  cloth,  dust  jacket,  new  90.00 

Perhaps  the  most  impressive  work  on  American  numismatics  ever  published  by 
the  American  Numismatic  Society,  the  author’s  theme  is  that  money,  in 
whatever  form  - commodities,  wampum,  coin,  or  paper,  must  be  considered  in 
light  of  the  prevailing  economic,  political  and  historical  factors  then  prevalent. 


Colin  Bruce,  Chester  Krause,  Clifford  Mishler:  Standard 
Catalogue  of  World  Coins,  18th  Century  (1700-1800)  1993,  1000 
pages,  quarto,  card  covers,  new  40.00 

A necessary  supplement  to  Krause’s  annual  'Telephone  Book"  which  has 
gradually  pushed  the  starting  dates  for  inclusion  well  into  the  19th  century. 


Please  add  postage  of  $3.00  for  the  first  item  and  $1.00  per  additional  item. 


Charles  Davis 

P.O.  Box  547 
Wenham,  Mass  01984 

Tel:  508-468-2933  Fax:  508-468-7893 
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